THE CHOICE OF A PRIME MINISTER

The Prime Minister sought an immediate audience with the King,
gave an account of the Cabinet decisions, including the names of the
principal opponents of the economies, and tendered the resignation of
the Cabinet. ' The King impressed on the Prime Minister that he was
the only man to lead the country through the present crisis and hoped
he would reconsider the situation. His Majesty told him that the
Conservatives and Liberals would support him in restoring the confid-
ence of foreigners in the financial stability of the country.' The Prime
Minister then asked if the King would confer with Mr Baldwin, Sir
Herbert Samuel and himself on the 24th. The King agreed, and the
Prime Minister made the necessary arrangements.1

At the conference on the 24th the King pressed for a National
Government under Mr MacDonald. Mr Baldwin and Sir Herbert
Samuel agreed to serve under him until an Emergency Bill had been
passed. After this they would expect the King to grant a dissolution.
To this course the King agreed. During the election the National
Government would remain in being, each party fighting on its own lines.
A memorandum was drawn up, which Mr Baldwin and Sir Herbert
Samuel would place before their colleagues. Mr MacDonald would not
read it out in the Cabinet but would keep it for those who remained
faithful to him.*

Mr MacDonald at once informed the Cabinet that it had been decided
to form a* Cabinet of Individuals' to deal with the emergency. He was
to be one of these 'individuals', and he invited any who desired to join
him. Within 15 minutes he had been deserted by everybody except
Mr Thomas, Lord Sankey, and Mr Snowden. In the afternoon he met
the junior Ministers and virtually advised them not to join him; with
a few exceptions they accepted his advice.

No criticism can be made of 'the King's action. He might, without
impropriety, have gone further in pressing a solution upon the Labour
Government itself. He was in Sandringham from 11 to 21 August, when
he left for Balmoral on Mr MacDonald's advice in spite of his anxiety to
await events. By the time he returned on the 23rd, there was little chance
of the Labour Cabinet being able to agree, and it is not at all clear that
Mr MacDonald wanted it to agree. Having been informed on the 24th
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